Poor Life in the Eighteenth Century
F

or the poor, life in the Eighteenth Century was terrible. They lived without doctors or police. The poor could not go to school to get an education or church to worship their religion. During the eighteenth century, housing and workhouses were filled with people. Families lived together in cramped cellars infested with rats, snails, bedbugs, and lice. The streets were filled with garbage and human waste. Butcher and slaughterhouses threw out the bloody remains of animals into open drains. This and the lack of personal hygiene led to poor health. Doctors almost always worked with the upper class so by the end of the first part of the Eighteenth Century, the overall death rate exceeded the birth rate. Children were forced to work as soon as they were able and often experienced abuse by their employers. To deal with the abuse and hardship, the poor drank inexpensive alcohol like gin. It was not until 1769 when a dispensary movement provided free advice and medicine for the poor. Even after this movement, the poor were still treated roughly. 
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